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PHYSICAL-MENTALSPIRITUAL WELLNESS SAVING BLACK LIVES!

CLOSING THE FLAVOR GAP

A HEALTH EQUITY ISSUE FOR BLACK CALIFORNIANS

Black populations in California may have been left behind by
tobacco control progress, especially regarding flavored products.

Despite California’s flavored tobacco ban, there is a minimal decline in flavored
tobacco use among Black adults. Researchers highlight “persistent disparities”
and limited policy impact language.
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Why this matters: Translation:

Even with strong tobacco policies, Black communities Flavored tobacco use has barely changed
are not benefiting equally, showing a persistent for Black Californians—even after
public health inequity. policy efforts.

e FLAVORED PRODUCTS ARE A MAJOR DRIVER OF TOBACCO USE OVERALL
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OF TOBACCO REMAINS WIDESPREAD The data is clear: Black Californians are
bearing a heavier burden from tobacco.
53 3ty : Why this matters: It's time for policies, programs, and resources
/0 i Even people who don’t that reflect our needs, protect our families,
of Californians report : smoke, especially in and invest in our power to live healthy,
recent exposureto ! dense or urban flavor-free lives.
secondhand smoke . communities, are

PROTECT 22 EMPOWER ADVOCATE

or vape : still impacted. Fod b ‘ e oL

REFERENCES

WE DESERVE HEA I'TH' California Department of Public Health. (2023). Key findings from the 2023 California Adult Tobacco Survey (CATS).
WE DESERVE Eu UITY. httos:/www.edph.ca,gpv/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CTCE/CDPH%20Document3%20L ibrary/ResearchandEvaluation/Reports/
i KeyFindingsOnlineCATS2023, pdf
! WE DESERUE B ETTER- UCLA Center for Health Policy Research, (2024). Trends in smoking and flavored tobacco use in California:
A M PLI FY u u R v u I c E s Black-white disparities, 2003-2023. hitps:/healthpolicy.ycla.edu/our-work/publications/trends-smoking-and-flavored-
. tobacco-use-california-black-white-disparities-2003-2023

® Funded by the California Department of Public Health ~ California Tobacco Prevention Program, contract #22-10399




